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Itineraries

AUSTRIA

SL6VENIA€2
U‘EEHQ.N* CROATIA

2
'-.-.' BOSNIA &
*;. HERCEGOVINA

ROMANIA

BULGARIA

AD?IIE;TIL Dubrovnik

ITALY

: GREECE SEA
Tonian L5
Sea

Breezing through the Balkans

Consider this a ‘greatest hits’ of the Western Balkans, taking in a slice of each of the
eight countries featured. It can easily be tackled on public transport, although a car will
give you more flexibility for exploring the extraordinary countryside along the way.

Start by city-hopping through four of the capitals: Ljubljana in Slovenia, Zagreb
in Croatia, Belgrade in Serbia and Sarajevo in Bosnia. While the first two are cute,
mid-sized, Central European cities, Sarajevo’s fascinating cultural fusion lets you know
that you’re on the east side, while Belgrade is a hub of history, culture and late-night
hedonism.

Stop to take a look at the famous bridge in Mostar on your way to the ancient walled
city of Dubrovnik, then hop across the Croatia-Montenegro border to its ‘mini me’ Ko-
tor. From here you can take an extraordinary drive via Budva, Podgorica, the breathtak-
ing Morac¢a Canyon and through the mountains to historic Prizren in Kosovo.

Continue on to North Macedonia, and spend a night amid the old-world architecture
of Ohrid on the shores of the eponymous lake. Cross into Albania to experience the wild
colours of the vibrant capital, Tirana.
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Cruising the Coast

This itinerary traces a leisurely path along arguably the Mediterranean’s most spectacu-
lar coastline, from the Adriatic Sea all the way to the Ionian. An extensive network of
ferries and buses makes car-free travel a breeze.

Spend your first week exploring the Istrian peninsula, starting in pretty Piran, the
main attraction of Slovenia’s tiny slice of coast. Cross the border into Croatia and head to
Poreé, where an extraordinary Byzantine basilica awaits. Continue on to the gorgeous
old town of Rovinj and the ancient city of Pula, replete with Roman ruins. Be sure to
take day trips into the interior to visit Istria’s historic hill towns and to experience its
exemplary cuisine. The best beach is in Rabae, on Istria’s east coast; stop for a swim
before heading up to the shabby but interesting city of Rijeka.

Set aside your second week for exploring Dalmatia but, before you do, detour to Plit-
vice Lakes National Park to witness its famed waterfalls. Plunge down to Zadar and
wander through the slippery marble streets of the old town. Keep cruising the coast to
the sun-kissed city of Split, home to Diocletian’s Palace and gateway to the Dalmatian
islands. After a couple of days on party- and beach-loving Hvar Island, hop over to
Korc¢ula Town on the island of the same name. This picturesque little fortified town is
a taster for the main course, the famous walled city of Dubrovnik.

Start your third week by crossing into Montenegro and driving around the extraordi-
narily beautiful Bay of Kotor. Take a look at palazzo-packed Perast and then press on to
the fortified old town of Kotor for a couple of days. As you continue down the coast, stop
for a quick look at the still-charming walled town of otherwise-overdeveloped Budva
and pause along the highway for the obligatory photo of the fortified island village of
Sveti Stefan. Stop for the night in buzzy Uleinj before crossing the border into Albania
and following the coast as the sea switches from the Adriatic to the Ionian. Spend your
last two nights on the Albanian Riviera, making sure to visit Gjipe Beach and the an-
cient ruins of Butrint.
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Top: Old Town

city walls (p197),
Dubrovnik, Croatia,
Bottom: Mosaic,
National History
Muesum (p53), Tirana,
Albania
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Top: Trg Republike,
Belgrade (p325),
Serbia

Bottom: Partisan
Memorial (by sculptors
Miodrag Zivkovié¢ and
Ranko Radovic; p108),
Sutjeska National Park,
Bosnia & Hercegovina
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@West Side Glory

Wend your way around the western edge of
the Balkans through Slovenia, Croatia and
Bosnia and Hercegovina. Along the way

you’ll take in spectacular mountains, coast, :

rivers and waterfalls, plus ancient Roman,
Venetian, Austrian and Ottoman towns.

Start at glorious Lake Bled before
delving into the art nouveau delights of
Ljubljana. Visit the Skocjan Caves and
then hit the coast at picturesque Piran.
Journey across the Croatian border to the
glamorous seaside town of Rovinj. On the
next leg you’ll edge past interesting Pazin,
Opatija and Rijeka en route to the extraor-
dinary Plitvice Lakes National Park.
From here, it’s a breeze to duck across the
Bosnian border to Bihaé, gateway to the
waterfalls of Una National Park.

Cross back into Croatia and continue
on to Zadar, a walled coastal city with a
profusion of Roman remains. There’s more
of ancient Rome to be spotted in Split.
From here, venture back into the heart of

Bosnia to visit the charming Ottoman town :
der, pausing to visit the imposing Sveti

{ Naum Monastery along the way. Back in
¢ Albania, head to the Ottoman-era town of

of Jajee. More Ottoman architecture can
be seen in Mostar, including its signature
bridge. Press on to Trebinje, a pleasant

little place with a walled riverside old town.

An Eastern Circuit

¢ This itinerary traces a ring through Alba-
: nia, Kosovo and North Macedonia and can
¢ be commenced from any of the three capi-

tal cities and tackled in either direction.

Allocate a couple of days to Tirana, the

kooky Albanian capital. Take the pictur-

i esque journey north to remote Theth Na-

i tional Park. Double back to the historic

i city of Shkodra and then cut east to Ko-

i sovo. Just across the border, Prizren has

i a historic core and is a good base for hikes
¢ in the nearby Shar National Park. The

i capital, Pristina, is not as pretty but it has
an enticing atmosphere all of its own.

Continue south and cross into North

Macedonia. The capital Skopje contrasts

: wonderful socialist modernist architecture
i with a recent, much-derided, neoclassi-

cal makeover. From here, beat a path to

: mountainous Mavrovo National Park.

¢ Continue on to Ohrid, a highlight not just
of North Macedonia, but of this eastern

i edge of the region. Follow the eastern

shore of Lake Ohrid to the Albanian bor-

Berat and the coastal resort of Durrés.
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i B H
i Banja Luka 122-5, 123
Baranja 151

i Baska 164
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Baska 164
Belgrade 330

Beli 156

Bled 391

Bol 187

Borsch 75

Budva 250-1

Cape Kamenjak 148
Cavtat 207

Cres 156
Drymades 75
Dubrovnik 199
Durrés 64

Elafiti Islands 195
Galicica National Park 310
Gjipe 75

Herceg Novi 236
Himara 75

Hvar Town 189-90
Kor¢ula Island 193
Krivica 156

Ksamil 74
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Park 272
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wildlife, wildlife-
watching
birdwatching 40, see also
wildlife-watching
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Montenegro 258
Serbia 352
Bitola 312-15, 313
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Blaca Hermitage 188
Blagaj 116-17
Bled 12, 389-94, 390, 12
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Bol 187-9
border crossings 456
Albania 87,232, 282, 321
Bosnia &
Hercegovina 132, 282
Bulgaria 321
Croatia 212, 282
Greece 87
Kosovo 87,232, 282,
321,311
Montenegro 87, 232, 282
North Macedonia 87,
232,321

Serbia 232, 282,321,371 }
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89-132,91

Map Pages 000
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282
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itineraries 90
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money 131
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telephone services 131

travel seasons 89
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travel within 132

visas 131

i Bovec 401-3

{ Brat Island 187-9

¢ Brajcino 310

i bridge-diving 112
 Brijuni Islands 150-2
¢ Bubanj Hill Memorial

Park 363

 budget 19

i Budva 249-54, 250, 252
Bulgaria, crossing into 321
i bungee-jumping 40

¢ Burial Mound of the

Unbeaten 314

i bus travel 454, 455

business hours 452

§ Butrint 71, 72,72, 22
. I
ic '
i Canyon Matka 296-7, 22
canyoning 40

Montenegro 241, 276
Slovenia 391, 402, 404

Cape Kamenjak 148
§ Carnival 24
i Carska Bara 352

car travel 454-5, 456-7
driving licences 456
fuel 456

hire 456
insurance 456
road rules 456-7
safety 456
spare parts 456

castles, fortresses &

palaces
Bac Fortress 350
Belgrade Fortress 325,
339,339
Besac Fortress 265
Bled Castle 389

Dubrovnik City Walls &
Forts 197

Dobrovo Castle 409
Fort Lawrence 198-9
Forte Mare 236
Gjirokastra Castle 67-8

Golubac Fortress 20,
361

Kalaja 62-4
Kanli Kula 236
Kastel Fortress 123

King Nikola Museum 263  (3utat 207-8

¢ cell phones 18
i cemeteries & mausoleums

Klis Fortress 185
KluZe Fortress 401
Kotor City Walls 240
Ljubljana Castle 376
Ni$ Fortress 364-5

Njego$ Museum Biljarda

263
Ostrozac Fortress 125
Petrovaradin Fortress

Petrovi¢ Palace 268

Praetorian Palace 411

Predjama Castle 406,
214-15

Prizren Fortress 228

Ptuj Castle 419

Rector's Palace 198

Residence of Princess
Ljubica 327

Royal Compound
(Belgrade) 327

Rozafa Fortress 76
Sneznik Castle 408

St Michael's Fortress 174

Stari Bar Fortress 255
Trakos¢an Castle 139
Trsat Castle 159

Tvrdina Kale Fortress 287

Varazdin Castle 139
Veliki Tabor Castle 139
Visocica Hill 106
Yellow Fortress 96

Cathedral of St Domnius

179,180, 181, 217, 216

i cathedrals, see churches &

cathedrals

i caves

Blue Cave (Croatia) 192

Cave Vrelo (North
Macedonia) 296

Ice Cave (Serbia) 360

Krizna Cave (Slovenia)
408

Manita Pe¢ (Croatia) 167

Obod Cave
(Montenegro) 266

Planina Cave (Slovenia)
405-6

Postojna Cave (Slovenia)
215, 405

Resava Cave (Serbia) 366

Skocjan Caves (Slovenia)
408-9

Stopica Cave (Serbia)
355

i caving

Kosovo 225, 226

Serbia 360

Slovenia 397, 401-2,
405-6

Mirogoj 135

Njego$ Mausoleum
261,215

Radimlja Necropolis 119

stecci sites 274

Zale Cemetery 380

 Cerknica 407-8

i Cetinje 262-5

i Cetinje Monastery 263-4
children, travel with 450
¢ Christian culture 216-

17,438-9, see also
churches &
cathedrals,
monasteries &
convents

churches & cathedrals,

see also monasteries &
convents
Cathedral of Christ
the Saviour (Banja
Luka) 122
Cathedral of Christ's
Resurrection
(Podgorica) 267-8
Cathedral of St Domnius
(Split) 179,180, 181,
217,216
Cathedral of St George
(Piran) 412
Cathedral of St Nicholas
(Ljubljana) 377
Cathedral of the
Assumption
(Dubrovnik) 198



Cathedral of the
Assumption (Koper)
411

Cathedral of the
Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
(Zagreb) 135,138

Church of St John the
Baptist (Bohinj) 396

Church of St Peter (Novi
Pazar) 359

Church of Sveta
Bogorodica Prerivlept:
(Ohrid) 305

Church of Sveti Andrej
(Canyon Matka) 296

Church of Sveti Jovan
at Kaneo (Ohrid) 14,
303,14

Church of Sveti Kliment
i Pantelejmon (Ohrid)

Church of the Holy

Trinity (Hrastovlje) 410
¢ cinema 428, 436, 441, see

Church of the Virgin
Mary of Jerusalem
(Krapina) 139

Court Church (Cetinje)
264

Euphrasian Basilica
(Poreg) 154

Franciscan Church of
the Annunciation
(Ljubljana) 376

Orthodox Cathedral
(Nig) 363

Our Lady of Trsat Churcl
(Rijeka)) 160

St Anastasia’s Cathedral
(Zadar) 168

St Blaise's Church
(Dubrovnik) 198

St Claire’s Franciscan
Church (Kotor) 241

St Donatus’ Church
(Zadar) 168

St Euphemia’s Church
(Rovinj) 152

St Francis’ Church
(Sibenik) 174

St James' Cathedral
(Sibenik) 174

St James Church
(Medugorje) 117

St Lawrence's
Cathedral (Trogir) 175

241
St Mark’s Cathedral
(Koréula Town) 193
St Mary’s Collegiate
Church (Kotor) 241
St Nicholas’ Church
(Cavtat) 207

St Luke’s Church (Kotor)

St Nicholas' Church
(Kotor) 241

St Tryphon's Cathedral
(Kotor) 240

St Vitus’ Cathedral
(Rijeka) 160

Sveta Bogorodica
Bolnicka (Ohrid)
303-4

Sveta Sofija Cathedral
(Ohrid) 305

Sveti Marko Church
(Belgrade) 327

Sveti Nikola Bolnicki
(Ohrid) 303-5

Sveti Sava Temple
(Belgrade) 326

Sveti Spas Church
(Skopje) 288

Vlach Church (Cetinje)
264

Church of Sveti Jovan at

Kaneo 303, 14

also film festivals
Albania 84-5
Bosnia & Hercegovina

North Macedonia 318
Serbia 370

 climate 18, 24-6, 450, see

also individual
countries & locations

: Communist sites 23
onvents, see monasteries

& convents
Cres Island 156
Cres Town 156
Croatia 46, 133-213,136-7

accommodation 133, 211

art 210

border crossings 212,
282

climate 133

coffee 20

drinks 134, 210-11

environment 210

food 133, 134, 210

highlights 10, 15, 20, 134, §
1367 :

history 208-9

internet resources 134
itineraries 134
language 460-61
LGBTIQ+ travellers 211
literature 210

money 211

music 210

opening hours 211

planning information
133-4

politics 208

public holidays 211
telephone services 211
travel seasons 133

travel to/from 134,
211-12

travel within 212-13
wildlife 210
wine 210-11

culture 437, see also
individual countries

customs regulations 450

¢ cycling 39, 455

i Croatia 148,155,157
Montenegro 261, 264

North Macedonia 319-20 |

Serbia 347, 355, 361
i Slovenia 399
i Cyrillic alphabets 461

469
¢ Drymades 75
¢ Dubrovnik 10, 197-207,
i 200-1,11,29
accommodation 199-202
activities 199
drinking & nightlife 204
festivals & events 199
food 203-4
history 197
medical services 206
shopping 204
sights 197-9
tourist information 206
travel to/from 206
travel within 206-7
: walking tour 205, 205
¢ Durmitor National Park 16,
i 2712:8,16
i Durrés 64

4-0 X3ANI

iD
{ Dalmatia 167-208
i dangers, see safety
¢ Dihovo 310

Diocletian’s Palace 177,179,

i 180,181,180
i disabilities, travellers
with 448

Albania 86
North Macedonia 319
Slovenia 424
diving & snorkelling 36-7
Croatia 152, 188

Montenegro 237, 251,
258

North Macedonia 302,

Slovenia 391
Dobrovo 409

i Dodosi 266

¢ Dokufest 25

Dolenjske Toplice 421-2
¢ drinking & nightlife, see
:  individual locations
i drinks 22, 41-5, 43, see

also beer, beer festivals,

wine

Albania 51

Bosnia & Hercegovina
90,130,13

Croatia 134, 210-11

Kosovo 219

Montenegro 234

North Macedonia 285, 318

Serbia 323, 371

i Slovenia 424

¢ driving, see car travel

¢ driving licences 456

Drvengrad 354

)
Derdap National Park

i Pukanovié, Milo 278-9

!

i E

§ Elafiti Islands 1957

electricity 450-1

emergencies 19

i environment 444-6

¢ environmental issues

P 4446

i etiquette 45

events 24-6, see also
individual locations

exchange rates 19

i EXIT Festival 25, 347,17

 extreme sports 40

o ——
i F
i ferry travel 80, 455,
see also individual
locations
¢ festivals 24-6, see also arts
festivals, beer festivals,
film festivals, food
festivals, music
festivals, individual
i locations
¢ film, see cinema
¢ film festivals 25, 26, 157,
i 28,314
i First Balkan War 433
i food 22, 41-5, see also food
festivals, individual
countries & locations
Albania 51
Bosnia & Hercegovina
90,130
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Serbia Brana grew up in the former Yugoslavia and studied foreign languag-
es and literature in Belgrade. She joined Lonely Planet’s Melbourne office in
2004 and has lost count of the phrasebook and guidebook titles she edited
over the years. From 2014 to 2019, she was based in the London office as
the Destination Editor for Eastern and Southeastern Europe. Brana looked
after destinations stretching from the Russian Far East to the Greek islands

but has a soft spot for her native Western Balkans region.
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Anthony Ham

Croatia, Slovenia Anthony is a freelance writer and photographer who spe-
cialises in Spain, East and Southern Africa, the Arctic and the Middle East.
When he's not writing for Lonely Planet, Anthony writes about and photo-
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Australia, the UK and the US.

Jessica Lee

Croatia, Slovenia In 2011 Jessica swapped a career as an adventure-tour
leader for travel writing and since then her travels for Lonely Planet have
taken her across Africa, the Middle East and Asia. She has lived in the
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Europe, Africa, Cambodia and Vietnam guidebooks and her travel writing
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Kevin Raub

Serbia Atlanta native Kevin started his career as a music journalist in New
York, working for Men's Journal and Rolling Stone magazines. He ditched
the rock ‘n’roll lifestyle for travel writing and has written more than 70 Lone-
ly Planet guides, focused mainly on Brazil, Chile, Colombia, USA, India, the
Caribbean and Portugal. Raub also contributes to a variety of travel maga-
zines in both the US and UK. Along the way, the self-confessed hophead is

in constant search of wildly high IBUs in local beers. Follow Kevin on Twitter and Instagram (@
RaubOnTheRoad).



OUR STORY

A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and a sense of

adventure. In1972 that's all Tony and Maureen Wheeler needed

for the trip of a lifetime — across Europe and Asia overland to

Australia. It took several months, and at the end — broke but

inspired - they sat at their kitchen table writing and stapling

together their first travel guide, Across Asia on the Cheap.

Within a week they'd sold 1500 copies. Lonely Planet was born.

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Franklin, London,

Melbourne, Oakland, Dublin, Beijing and Delhi, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share
Tony's belief that ‘a great guidebook should do three things: inform, educate and amuse'.
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Peter Dragicevich

Bosnia & Hercegovina, Croatia, Montenegro After a successful career in niche
newspaper and magazine publishing, both in his native New Zealand and in
Australia, Peter finally gave in to Kiwi wanderlust, giving up staff jobs to chase
his diverse roots around much of Europe. Over the last decade he's written
literally dozens of guidebooks for Lonely Planet on an oddly disparate collection
of countries, all of which he's come to love. He once again calls Auckland, New
Zealand, his home - although his current nomadic existence means he's often elsewhere. Peter also
curated the Plan, Understand and Survival Guide sections.
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Mark Baker

Slovenia Mark is a freelance travel writer with a penchant for offbeat stories and
forgotten places. He's originally from the US, but now makes his home in the
Czech capital, Prague. He writes mainly on Eastern and Central Europe for Lone-
ly Planet as well as other leading travel publishers, but finds real satisfaction in
digging up stories in places that are too remote or quirky for the guides. Prior to
becoming an author, he worked as a journalist for the Economist, Bloomberg
News and Radio Free Europe, among other organisations. Follow him on Instagram and Twitter (@
markbakerprague), and read his blog: www.markbakerprague.com.
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Stuart Butler

Albania, Kosovo Stuart has been writing for Lonely Planet for more than a dec-
ade and during this time he’s come eye to eye with gorillas in the Congolese
jungles, met a man with horns on his head who could lie in fire, huffed and puffed
over snowbound Himalayan mountain passes, interviewed a king who could turn
into a tree, and had his fortune told by a parrot. Oh, and he's met more than his
fair share of self-proclaimed gods. When not on the road for Lonely Planet he
lives on the beautiful beaches of Southwest France with his wife and two young children. He also
works as a photographer and was a finalist in both the 2015 and 2016 Travel Photographer of the
Year Awards. In 2015 he walked for six weeks with a Maasai friend across part of Kenya's Maasai
lands in order to gather material for a book he is writing (see www.walkingwiththemaasai.com).
His website is www.stuartbutlerjournalist.com.
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Vesna Maric

North Macedonia Vesna has been a Lonely Planet author for nearly two decades,
covering places as far and wide as Bolivia, Algeria, Sicily, Cyprus, Barcelona,
London and Croatia, among others. Her latest work has been updating Florida,
Greece and North Macedonia.
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